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Minnesota Department of Education names Hilltop 
Elementary a Celebration School
The Minnesota Department of Education has named Hilltop Elementary School a 

Celebration School. More than 200 Title I schools were named Celebration Eligible in September 
and could apply for the award. Approximately 10-percent of Minnesota’s Title I schools received the Celebration 
School designation.

With this honor, Hilltop has been recognized as belonging in the top 25-percent of Title I schools in Minnesota. The 
award is based off of the Minnesota Department of Education’s Multiple Measurement Rating (MMR).

At the elementary level, three measurements are used to calculate the MMR and determine accountability 
designations and recognition for Title I schools. Those measurements include proficiency, growth and achievement 
gap reduction. At the secondary level, graduation rate is a fourth component added into the equation. Hilltop has 
been recognized as a school that is excelling and has seen gains in achievement gap reduction and student growth.

Teachers have empowered students by using creative, effective teaching and learning methods that have resulted in 
increased student achievement.

“In addition to providing core instruction, our 
staff have dedicated time each day for intervention, 
remediation and enrichment in both reading and 
math,” said Principal Bert Strassburg. “The increase 
in student achievement is evidence that we are 
taking steps in the right direction.”

District-wide, ISD 199 has experienced gains in 
many MCA proficiency categories over the past few 
years. As an example, last year Hilltop third-graders 
had the highest achievement rate in math on the 
MCA in district history.

“Elementary students at Hilltop, and throughout 
District 199, are receiving instruction in the areas 
that will lead to future success in the middle school 
and provide a solid platform for future learning,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Wells.

More information on the Hilltop’s Celebration 
School status and the MMR can be found at 
www.invergrove.k12.mn.us.

 199 Reporter

Attend the Student Led Technology 
Conference on February 9
You’re invited to ISD 199’s third annual Student Led 
Technology Conference. Learn technology tips and tricks 
from student “techsperts.”

•	 Create your own movie trailers
•	 Discover useful iPad apps
•	 Get in touch with social media

 When:  Saturday, Feb. 9
  9 a.m.-noon
 Where:  IGH Middle School
  8167 Cahill Ave.
 For who:  YOU, the community
 Cost:  FREE

Browse course descriptions at 
www.invergrove.k12.mn.us.

Questions? Call 651-306-7105.

If you have any questions about this publication, please contact Johnny 
Germscheid, communications coordinator, at jgermsch@invergrove.k12.mn.us 
or 651-306-7105.



New climbing 
wall engages 
students at 
Hilltop
Hilltop Elementary School 
students are reaching greater 
heights thanks to a climbing wall 
that was installed last summer. 
The wall is used during physical 
education classes and was 
purchased through funds raised in 
the Jump Rope for Heart.

Each year Hilltop received a few 
hundred dollars back from the 
grand total collected. Over six 
years, Hilltop was able to generate 
enough money to install the wall.

With the installation of the 
climbing wall at Hilltop, all three 
elementary buildings now have 
climbing walls. Rock climbing can 
increase a student’s coordination, 
endurance and flexibility. It can 
also boost self-confidence.

Science Museum brings STEM experiments to Salem Hills
The days of learning how the brain works from a TV scientist are numbered. Salem Hills 
Elementary School students put on their thinking caps and took a walk down Electric 
Avenue. Presenters from The Science Museum of Minnesota recently visited the school 
to give students a hands-on lesson in electricity and neurology - and they’ll be back three 
more times before the school year is over.

During the Science Museum’s first visit, third-graders learned about different sections of 
the brain and the nervous system. Fourth- and fifth-graders spent part of their time observing electric 
currents produce magnetic fields.

The Science Museum’s mini science sessions provided students with opportunities for learning, experimentation 
and inquisitive thought. Programs are aligned to Minnesota state standards and provide STEM-related activities for 
young learners.

STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and mathematics. STEM-related industries have become 
increasingly popular nationally as the Unites States continues to emphasize the importance of competing with global 
powers for technology innovation.

Other presentations that the Science Museum will bring to Salem Hills include: Antarctica; Sound; Water; and 
Solids, Liquids and Gases. 

EVENTS
Simley One Act Plays
February 6-9

Student Led Technology 
Conference
February 9

Volunteer Orientation
February 13
7:30 a.m.
District Office

Kindergarten Registration
February 19
6-7:15 p.m.
Hilltop Elementary School

Fifth-Grade Band Concert
March 21

Spring Break
March 25-29



February Read-a-
thon set to ignite a 
passion for reading
On March 2, readers across the 
country will join in celebrating 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday by picking 
up a book and reading. The National Education 
Association (NEA) instituted Read Across America 
(which always falls on Seuss’ birthday) 15 years 
ago to motivate children and teens to read through 
events, partnerships and reading resources.

District 199 schools have long celebrated Read 
Across America Day by hosting guest authors, 
inviting local celebrities to read to students and 
participating in read-a-thons. This year, Inver Grove 
Heights Middle School is determined to reach a goal 
of $20,000 in its month-long read-a-thon. Teachers 
are asking for 100-percent participation and hope to 
have each student raise a minimum of $10 in pledges. 
The school has also teamed up with local businesses, 
which have contributed almost $7,000 toward the 
library fund. Numerous businesses also donated 
prizes to motivate young readers.

You can help, too! From 5-8 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month, 10-percent of Dairy Queen’s 
profits will go to Inver Grove Heights Middle School 
in support of the library. The school also has a Razoo 
account so that anyone can contribute. Just visit: 
www.razoo.com/story/ighmsreadathon to donate.

Inver Grove Heights Mayor George Tourville signed 
a proclamation asking citizens to assure that every 
child is in a safe place reading with a caring adult on 
March 1, the day before Seuss’ birthday.

Each Friday in February, a special group of readers 
will visit Inver Grove Heights Middle School to 
discuss how literacy has affected their lives and 
share a story with students. Guests include T.C. Bear, 
University of Minnesota athletes, local celebrities, 
high school students, and students’ relatives.

As the NEA’s website states, “You’re never too old, too 
wacky, or too wild to pick up a book and read with 
a child.” So pick up a book I say, without delay! Get 
your reading started, by practicing today!

Haak and Haala honored as TIES 
Exceptional Teachers
Two Simley High School teachers were honored as 
exceptional educators at the TIES Education Technology 
conference in December. Minnesota’s Education 
Commissioner Brenda Cassellius presented Lori Haak 
(science), Ron Haala (math), and 80 of their peers from 
around the state with the award.

Lori Haak has used technology to infuse students with 
enthusiasm for science since she started teaching at 
Simley High School in 2011. Her students create drawings 
on iPads that are mirrored to an Apple TV while she 
walks through the classroom engaging students in 
discussion on topics such as the water cycle; they also use 
iPads to shoot video and create movies about possible 
ways to improve biodiversity. Students can access her 
lessons from anywhere on the web: she turns her drawings 
and notes from the SMART Board into PDFs to post to 
Edmodo.

Haak is developing a “Teaching with Technology” group 
for teachers and paraprofessionals within her building 
so that her peers can share how they are effectively using 
technology with students.

Ron Haala started embedding technology use in his math 
lessons using the capabilities of the TI 83/84 calculators. 
Students demonstrate their skills on the devices and are 
able to visualize the pattern of various equations and 
applications as related to business and science.

Haala and other members of Simley’s math department 
are researching successful implementation of the flipped 
classroom and hybrid courses to create a customized 
model at Simley High School. They are investigating the 
use of social web sites, such as YouTube, to deliver math 
instruction in formats that appeal to 21st-century learners 
who use iPads and computers to collaborate on work. 
Haala has been with Inver Grove Heights Community 
Schools for 31 years.



Use a QR code scanner on your iOS mobile device to scan the code to the left and download ISD 199’s app for free in 
the iTunes store or visit http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inver-grove-heights-community/id510993494?mt=8
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Family Connections, 1515 Fifth Ave. S., South St. Paul, MN 55075  |  Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.  |  651-306-3633

www.tridistrictce.org  |  www.celearn4ever.org

NEW IGH Middle School Clubs
Ski & Snowboard Club (Grades 6-8)
Join us for any or all of the trips to Afton Alps and Buck Hill during the 
2013 season. To register visit www.celearn4ever.org. 

All trips are from 3:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 8 Buck Hill
Friday, Feb. 22 Afton Alps

Friendship Club (Grades 6-12)
Our goal is to promote friendship, social skills, fun and personal 
development between students with disabilities and students without. 
We meet once a month after school at Cahill Court from 2:40 - 4:00 p.m. 
Visit www.ighclubs.tridistrictce.org for more information.

Our upcoming events include:
Wednesday, Feb. 13 Make-n-Take 
Wednesday, March 13 Games Day 
Wednesday, April 10 Planting  
Wednesday, May 8 Mystery Event 

Chess Club (Grades 6-8)
Learn the basic rules and progress to more advanced concepts and 
tactics while playing against one another to improve on the skills 
learned that day. This club meets every Friday starting January 25 
through May 31 from 2:35-4:30 p.m. They will not meet on non-school 
days. New members can register at www.celearn4ever.org.

2013-2014 Preschool 
Inver Grove Heights Community Schools offers preschool for 
children age three by September 1, 2013 through kindergarten 
enrollment. Our curriculum is aligned with K-12 to promote the 
growth and development of readiness skills through hands-on 
activities. During these important early years our curriculum also 
promotes self-help, literacy/math, problem solving, thinking and 
social interaction skills. To learn more about Community Preschool 
attend registration or call 651-306-7316. 

Tuesday, February 12, 2013 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Family Connections, 1515 5th Ave. S., South St. Paul

Friday Family Fun Nights 
Gym games, swimming, crafts...oh my! Wrangle up the whole crew 
for a night of family fun. In one Family Fun Zone, we’ll have games 
for kids young and old in the gym. In another Family Fun Zone, 
lifeguards will be on duty as you splash around in the pool (bring 
your swim suit and towel). And in the third Family Fun Zone, crafts 
will get you laughing and playing together as a family. Pay for 1, 2 or 
all 3 family fun zones at the door, no prior registration required!
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ENDOTA HEIGHTS-EAGAN Where learning starts ...and never stops!

NORTHERN DAKOTA COUNTY

TriDisTricT communiTy EDucaTion
Serving Residents of the South St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights and  

West St. Paul-Mendota Heights-Eagan School Districts

Friday, Feb. 22, 6:30-9 p.m.
Heritage Middle School, WSP

Friday, April 5, 6:30-9 p.m.
Heritage Middle School, WSP

1 Family Fun Zone: $2/person
2 Family Fun Zones: $3/person
All 3 Family Fun Zones: $5/person


